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Computer/Technology Standards
by the End of Grade Eight

Computer/Technology skills are essential components of every student’s education. In order to maximize op-
portunities for students to acquire necessary skills for academic success, the teaching of these skills should be the
shared responsibility of teachers of all disciplines.

Minimum skills that students should acquire by the end of Grade 8 include the following:

C/T8.1 The student will communicate through application
software.

• Compose and edit a multi page document at the

keyboard, using word processing skills and writ-
ing process steps.

• Communicate with spreadsheets by entering data

and setting up formulas, analyzing data, and cre-
ating graphs or charts to visually represent data.

• Communicate with databases by defining fields

and entering data, sorting, and producing reports
in various forms.

• Use advanced publishing software, graphics pro-

grams, and scanners to produce page layouts.
• Integrate databases, graphics, and spreadsheets

into word-processed documents.

C/T8.2 The student will communicate through networks and
telecommunication.

• Use local and worldwide network communication

systems.
• Develop hypermedia “home page” documents that

can be accessed by worldwide networks.

C/T8.3 The student will have a basic understanding of com-
puter processing, storing, retrieval and transmission

technologies and a practical appreciation of the rel-

evant advantages and disadvantages of various pro-
cessing, storage, retrieval, and transmission technolo-

gies.

C/T8.4 The student will process, store, retrieve, and trans-
mit electronic information.

• Use search strategies to retrieve electronic infor-

mation.
• Use electronic encyclopedias, almanacs, indexes,

and catalogs to retrieve and select relevant infor-

mation.
• Use laser discs with a computer in an interactive

mode.

• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-
delivered services to access and retrieve informa-

tion from electronic databases.

• Use databases to perform research.


